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                      PARROT

"I don't know how I'd stand the strain,"
Said a parrot we met once in the train,
"Of being cooped up day after day
And shouting, 'Pretty Poll! '; 'Hip Hooray!';
'Chawley!' and 'Damn you' and 'Mind your eye!'
Hanging in that conservatory,
While silly people drink their tea
And make idiotic remarks to me -
If it wasn't that I sometimes get
Out to the country with a net.
Then I'm happy. No doubt you've guessed
I'm an ardent lepidopterist.
At home, I should think that I have quite
Four thousand examples of Cabbage White.
I can collect no other kind,
For unfortunately, I'm colour-blind."
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